North Platte Telegraph - Area students send kites to children in Afghanistan

nptelegraph@coms

Search NPTelegraph

I

Advanced Search

Top Ads

News

Local News
Local Sports
Agriculture

Arts

Business
Opinion
Obituaries
Record

Weather

Lottery Numbers
Sports Wire!
Lifestyle
Classifieds
Business Directory
Special Sections

Community Links

NewsClassifiedsCommunityYellow PagesYour Ads TodayPhoto Gallery

1 Local People, Local Decisions,
WNEBRASKALAND o
NATIONAL = BANKEK

Community Minded oo Like You!

5 Convenient Bank Locations!

Local News

Area students send kites to children in Afghanistan

By DIANE WETZEL, The North Platte Telegraph
05/28/2006
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STAPLETON - Students in religious education classes at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in
Stapleton recently collected enough money to purchase 90 kites to send to children in Afghanistan.
The students were participating in "Kites 4 Kids," a program created by Lt. Col Richard Peterson
from Toledo, Ohio, who is stationed in Bagram, Afghanistan, with the 455th Expeditionary Logistics
Readiness Squadron.

Kite flying was a beloved national pastime in Afghanistan prior to Taliban rule. But, during the years
when the Taliban was in power, kite flying was banned, and children caught flying kites were
beaten.

Peterson posted his plea for funds on AnyAirman.com. The Web site is an offshoot of Any Soldier.
com, which features e-mails from military personnel regarding the kind of support needed in the
field.

"Just yesterday | was driving by a village and watched many children run through mine fields, some
missing their limbs, but they have nowhere else to kick a soccer ball or throw rocks," Peterson
wrote.

Jim Chapman of Stapleton saw Peterson’'s post on the site.

"I was looking for addresses to send books,"” Chapman said.

Chapman and his wife Marie began sending books to soldiers stationed overseas in 2004. The book
effort resulted in thousands of pounds of reading material donated and shipped as area communities
joined in the project.

"Children don't have any place to play,” Chapman said. "So for our next project, | wanted to help
every kid in the village have a kite," Chapman said.

The Chapmans sent off 20 kites, then Marie, who is director of Religious Education at St. John's, told
the students about Peterson's project.

"They brought in cans, decorated them, and put in public places in Stapleton," Marie said. "They
raised enough money to purchase 90 kites."

In April, Peterson wrote that members of his squadron were not allowed off the base.

"March and April are rainy months when Afghanistan experiences heavy flooding," Peterson wrote.
"Once the snow melts, the Taliban come out of the mountains and attack. I know the news contains

http://www.nptel egraph.com/site/news.cfm?newsi d=16704314& BRD=377& PAG=461& dept_id=531813&rfi=6 (1 of 2)6/11/2006 10:07:32 AM

Sunday, June 11, 2006

tothe

Morth Platte

wwrw. bigredautobook.com

b))
A
AN

Telegraph \




http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&nav_sec=71306
http://www.zwire.com/site/News.cfm?brd=377
http://www.zwire.com/site/Classifieds.cfm?brd=377
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69929
http://www.ypengine.com/yp.cfm?brd=377
http://www.adquest3d.com/da/?brd=377
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.asp?brd=377&nav_sec=75919
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=628&cat_id=402
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/index.cfm?brd=377&custid=Null&mccatid=2&classificationid=Null&ClassID=&AdvertiserID=Null&fs=&h=Top Jobs&pag=1010&viewall=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/index.cfm?brd=377&custid=Null&mccatid=9&classificationid=Null&ClassID=&AdvertiserID=Null&fs=&h=Top Autos&pag=1010&viewall=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/index.cfm?brd=377&custid=Null&mccatid=6&classificationid=Null&ClassID=&AdvertiserID=Null&fs=&h=Top Real%20Estate&pag=1010&viewall=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/index.cfm?brd=377&custid=Null&mccatid=24&classificationid=Null&ClassID=&AdvertiserID=Null&fs=&h=Top Rentals&pag=1010&viewall=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69908
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=531813
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=531812
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=557090
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=557092
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=557091
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=531810
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=531811
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=533076
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=531875
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&pag=460&dept_ID=541519
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69924
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69927
http://www.adquest3d.com/supermain.cfm?brd=377
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69926
javascript:newwin=window.open('http://www.adquest3d.com/da/index.cfm?brd=377&pag=773&ssid=0','newWin');newwin.focus();
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?brd=377&Nav_Sec=69929
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=377&ADLOCATION=3&bdid=42617&bdu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enebraskalandbank%2Ecom
javascript: openEmailWindow();
javascript: openEmailWindow();
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/printerFriendly.cfm?brd=377&dept_id=531813&newsid=16704314
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/printerFriendly.cfm?brd=377&dept_id=531813&newsid=16704314
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=377&ADLOCATION=3001&bdid=46247&bdu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eadquest3d%2Ecom%2Fda%2F%3Fbrd%3D377
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=377&ADLOCATION=3002&bdid=45609&bdu=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2EFutureOfNews%2Ecom%2FPlaceMyAd%2FStart%2Ecfm%3FSite%3DNORTH%5FPLATTE
http://weatherthreat.com/closings2.php?media_id=NPTELEGRAPH
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=377&ADLOCATION=3003&bdid=47577&bdu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ezwire%2Ecom%2Fsite%2Fnews%2Ecfm%3Fbrd%3D377%26nav%5Fsec%3D71306%26nr%3D1%26nostat%3D1
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=377&ADLOCATION=3005&bdid=45608&bdu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ebigredautobook%2Ecom
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=377&cat_id=414&nr=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=377&cat_id=414&nr=1
http://www.nptelegraph.com/site/news.cfm?BRD=377&cat_id=414&nr=1

North Platte Telegraph - Area students send kites to children in Afghanistan

Fun and Games

About Us

Photo Gallery

Midlands Newspapers
LINCOLN CO. TAX SALE
CARRIERS

North Platte Area
Chamber of
(ommerce

[ l

Iy » . ]
X National
Car .

Sales
Morth Platte Airport
WWW.NCras.net

& omaha.com

little of what is going on here since Iraq is center stage.

"Having support of friends like you great Americans is why we are here," Peterson said, "to protect
and serve you. That is what we signed up to do."

Being confined to base hasn't stopped squad members from achieving their mission of delivering
toys and kites to Afghan children.

"Every Sunday local Afghan women and children visit the Egyptian Hospital for Medical Care,"
Peterson said. "This past Sunday, more than 100 women and children received a little extra in
addition to medical care."

Peterson had the idea of giving out Kkites after reading "The Kite Runner,” a book that provides a
glimpse into Afghan life from 1970 through the Taliban reign.

"We are attempting to give back to the community and let them we know and respect their tradition
of flying kites," Peterson wrote. "Kites might bring them some salvation.”
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